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From Janelle’s Desk 

It was the perfect trip. Not only did we see the mighty hand of God move in and through the African leaders to whom we spoke, but experienced little jet lag (even after a 15 hour flight), received all of our luggage, felt relaxed to be ourselves as we presented God’s truths, rested within a delightful cottage in the country, and had so much fun we wondered if we were actually doing something wrong. I can’t remember the last time I laughed as hard as I did when Pastors Aram and Ellen Haroutunian, from my church, Scott Kingry, with Where Grace Abounds, and I, were simply enjoying each other’s fellowship. The trip home also went smoothly, clearly covered by God’s protection. We were truly blessed.


Prior to starting the conference (we did an abbreviated version of the Restoring the Glory conference with practical discussions on homosexuality and sexual brokenness in general), I did have moments of concern and nervousness. After arriving in Maputo, Mozambique, we were escorted by our host to the nearest grocery story. I was naturally overwhelmed with all the new sights. People were everywhere – walking along the roads, gathering at makeshift street markets, or congregating in what appeared to be front porches or front yards. The women were wrapped in colorful African prints and yes, were balancing large packages or water bottles on their heads. 

The poverty however, was immediately obvious. Many people in Mozambique still live without running water or electricity – within and without city boundaries. The streets, taxis (overcrowded vans) and city buildings are in disrepair and decay, yet one can still see the historic beauty of Portuguese architecture (as well as communist sterility). As we were shopping, my anxiety continued to increase. I began to wonder if any of the material that Scott and I would be presenting would apply to this particular peoples group. I had no time prior to the trip to research Mozambiquen culture with respect to homosexuality, sexual brokenness, availability of pornography, etc., or the nature of sexual and gender abuse. I wondered if they even cared about these issues, since their
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next drink of water or bite of food seemed far more pressing than contemplating such lofty things as God’s design regarding their sexuality and human intimacies. 

Thankfully, the following day, I was able to pelt our host, Pastor Isiais Uaenes, and his lovely wife, Quezia, with question after question in this regard. By the time we started the three-day conference, I felt I had a fairly good picture of what these folks might be facing personally and culturally in terms of sexual issues and educational needs. Essentially, Mozambique is about twenty years behind in the sexual revolution (and ensuing sexual confusion and brokenness) than the United States. The issues however, sadly remain the same. We are all human.


Scott and I were still nevertheless apprehensive as we arrived for the morning sessions of our opening day. Would anyone come? Pastor Isiais had sent out one letter to pastors and church leaders in the surrounding regions, inviting them to attend a conference addressing God’s original design in us as image bearers. He had also mentioned that we would address the topic of homosexuality. What if this topic scared them? Homosexuality is still a “hush hush” topic culturally and within the Mozambique church. We were not sure what kind of reception we would receive. Much to our amazement, the room began to fill up. By thirty minutes into our opening session, there were probably 55 people in the room! Can you imagine getting that kind of a crowd by mailing out one letter announcing a conference in the states?! Not to mention that many of these leaders had to walk miles just to get to the conference. 


Many in attendance were older male pastors. Overall, the age span of the attendees ranged from 17 to 70+ years old. I couldn’t believe I was speaking to such ministry veterans and expectant young seminary students. I soon realized that this was indeed an appointment orchestrated by God. While still a little nervous about all of my object lessons, costumes (such as a “naked” dress revealed in my opening lecture – those of you who attended the last Restoring the Glory may remember it), and comedy relief measures that Scott and I both typically employ when we speak, we proceeded. 


You can bet we were both very surprised as we entered the conference room on the second day. Not only had the 55 returned, but about 15 more arrived. The room was now packed. And again, we proceeded with Pastor Isiais painstakingly translating our words into Portugese. The combination of the theological (theoretical) and psychological (practical) material we shared made this conference extremely powerful. Upon concluding the second day of lectures, Pastor Isiais said that we were

exceeding all of his expectations. He was thrilled that his country’s leaders were not only receiving our teachings but were seeing with their own eyes God’s marvelous grace and power of redemption as both Scott and I shared our personal stories and experiences of the gospel message. 
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Before closing the conference on the third day, we gave the leaders a chance to share how they had been impacted. Most of those who shared were from the older group of pastors. Following are some of their words:


“I came to this conference hoping to glean some interesting things to tell my wife. I have been to many conferences and seminars. But this conference gave me much more than I had hoped, and much more than I can even begin to describe to my wife. You told me about life – real life.”


I have learned a lot of theology and theory over the years, but “You have told us who we are!” (as God’s beloved children designed to reflect His glory)


“You told us how to love – how to love in a practical way. You told us how practical the gospel is.”


One pastor (over 70 years old), looking at Scott told him “You have released me to dance. I have always loved to dance, and you have given me permission to accept myself and my gift of dance.”  


And another said that he was looking forward to the day that a homosexual struggler has the courage to attend his church. He is excited to see the power of God’s love impact a life. 

Pastor Aram, a regular teacher at the seminary in Maputo, had this to say:

Words will not do justice to how we are feeling about this missions trip. Last year, Ellen and I sensed that teaching on homosexuality, biblical sexuality, and gender was a timely and needed issue for Mozambique. Pastor Isiais also said as much. All I can say was that this was an understatement. Today we heard testimony after testimony of how strategic and timely this teaching was for the church leadership in this country. I am not exaggerating when I say that NOTHING like this has ever been taught to pastors in Mozambique. After hearing how they were able to integrate the teachings and proclaim their desire to reach the sexually broken with unconditional love and the hope of God’s grace and redemption, we were all wishing that we could bring these 70 pastors back with us to the U.S. to teach us how to live in truth and love. We left feeling that this conference is going to have a tremendous impact in the future course of the church in Mozambique. A wonderful foundation was laid and seeds were planted that we feel will continue to germinate for years to come.

The four of us would like to thank you for your financial support and prayer covering. YOU made this trip possible and for that the Mozambiquen church and we are grateful. We believe that God may open future doors to take this event into other African countries. We have already opened dialogue with several other pastors. Please consider making ongoing contributions to Desert Hope so that we can remain open and available to such incredible ministry opportunities. 

Other Reports
· Exodus 2007 – Over 1000 delegates attended the annual Exodus conference in June. I had the pleasure of speaking to a group of 60+ women, most of whom struggle with
Page 4

same-sex attraction. Over the years I have seen distinct patterns or “personality profiles” amongst these women so decided to share with them what I have observed. They were very receptive to my material and actually seemed to enjoy trying to figure out into which profile they fit. This lecture is now available on CD entitled: The Four Faces of the Lesbian Struggle. Go to www.janellehallman.com for more information.
· August 2007 Mother’s Retreat – Once again, Terry Vratny and I hosted a room full of mother’s with daughters struggling with same-sex attraction. And once again, we laughed and cried all weekend. It is an utter joy to watch these mother’s grow in compassion and understanding and renewed effort to love their daughters well. For another new CD release, see Loving the Prodigal: Hope for Parents in Pain, also on www.janellehallman.com.
· NARTH 2007 – I just returned from presenting multiple workshops at the annual conference of the National Association for Research and Therapy of Homosexuality, held in Dallas, Texas. It is so encouraging for me to be surrounded by other seasoned professionals who specialize in working with men and women in conflict with their homosexual feelings. I am reminded that we do not labor in vain, even though our work is considered suspect and even politically incorrect by the existing psychological associations. 

· The Book – I am anxiously awaiting the manuscript so that I can review InterVarsity’s copyediting and recommendations for shortening the material. The publication date is set for early March. The formal release date is scheduled for April, 2008. I can’t wait!
· Finances and Prayer – None of these above events could happen if it wasn’t for faithful givers and pray-ers like yourselves. I am so grateful for all who are partnering with us so that this work can continue, and perhaps begin to extend internationally. Presently, our funding is extremely low. We would ask that you consider giving a one-time year-end gift to Desert Hope Ministries, or pledge to continue giving on a monthly basis. We also covet your ongoing prayers. It is nothing short of miraculous to experience the type of coverage and bolstering in the spirit as we did in Mozambique. Thank you so much for being a part of the eternal work and blessing the Father delights in offering through Desert Hope.
Upcoming Events and Speaking Engagements

Nov. 30-Dec. 2, 2007
Healing a Mother’s Heart Retreat, Denver, Colorado. For more information see: www.janellehallman.com
March, 2008 
Release of Janelle’s new book: The Heart of Female Same-Sex Attraction, InterVarsity Press.
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